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                 INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 

                SENIOR SECTION 

                                                     DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH    

  

             CLASS XII 

             FLAMINGO: A THING OF BEAUTY 

JOHN KEATS  

 
Worksheet Answers: Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow: 

 
 

Q1. 
(a) Every morning, we are weaving a flowery wreath which binds us to the beauties of the earth.  

 
(b) Human beings possess qualities of malice, hatred and disappointment. There is a shortage of noble 
qualities and men continue to be evil and unhealthy. 

 
c) The poet sees life as a struggle where man often suffers pain and loss of hope. The expression refers to the 

suffering and hopelessness of man which he experiences at various junctures in life.  
 
d) The unhealthy and over darkened ways refer to the trials and tribulation one encounters in this journey of 

life. 
 

Q2.  
(a) A thing of beauty provides everlasting joy. Its beauty never decreases but continues to increase with the 
passage of time. It never fades away. 

 
(b) ‘Bower’ is the shelter under the shade of trees. It provides protection from the harsh rays of the sun.  

 
(c) The poet feels that a thing of beauty can never fade into nothingness, but will store for us, a quiet bower, 
a sleep full of sweet dreams, and a healthy, quiet breathing. 

 
(d) The reference implies to the sense of peace and serenity that one experiences on seeing beautiful things. 
Beautiful sights act like nutrition for a healthy mind and thus refresh and relax us by driving away 

aggression and restlessness. 
 

Q3. 
(a) The daffodils bloom and are surrounded by the green surroundings. The clear streams of water create a 
cooling shelter for themselves against the heat of the sun.  

 
(b) The beautiful musk-roses help to make the beautiful forest rich in beauty. 

 
(c) Alliteration- ‘cooling covert’ 
 

d) A Thing of Beauty by John Keats.  

 
Q4.  
(a) The magnificence that we associate with our ancestors and the beautiful things created b y them. 
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(b) A glorified and magnificent death gets recorded in the leaves of history, leaving an indelible imprint on 

it. It remains an everlasting source of motivation to all those who read or hear about such great men who 
achieved glory in death. 

 
(c) The source of the endless fountain of immortal drink is ‘the brink of heaven’. 

 

d) The poet refers to the ‘mighty dead’ because beauty can be seen not only in birth and growth, but also in a 
magnificent death. 

 

Answer the following in about 30-40 words. 

1. Our own acts of unkindness, cruelty and malice towards others, make our days sad and gloomy. We also 
get disappointed due to the lack of human values and nobility around us.  

 

2. Man makes his life miserable and full of suffering because of his own actions. The pall of despondence is 
the sadness that is a result of one's own actions. A thing of beauty works wonders for man and removes the 

cover of gloom from his dampened spirits.  

 

3. Keats, an ardent lover of nature, in his poem refers to the powers of nature. He urges mankind to realize 

these powers and make his life enjoyable and worth living. He tells us how a thing of beauty provides joy 
forever to us. 

 

4. Human beings love life because nature is the best healer and brings beauty and joy to our life. The 

memory of beautiful experiences helps us to bear our sorrows.  

 

5. Keats feels that man has a strong bonding with nature. Despite the gloom and suffering, man is connected 

to the earth. A flowery band ties us to the earth. This band is of flowers, which is pleasing and brings joy. 
There is affinity between things of beauty in nature and mankind.  

 


